April 20, 2016

Congratulations to all of these hard-
working, dedicated, intelligent, and pa-
triotic young men and women on their
appointments.

———

NATIONAL FINANCIAL CAPABILITY
MONTH

(Mr. SHERMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I join
President Obama in recognizing April
as National Financial Capability
Month and highlight the vital role that
the American Institute of Certified
Public Accountants and State CPA so-
cieties play in educating all Ameri-
cans.

CPAs have been leaders in increasing
the financial capacity of Americans by
creating and distributing free pro-
grams, tools, and resources.

Through the American Institute of
CPAs’ 360 Degrees of Financial Lit-
eracy program, some tens of thousands
of CPAs volunteer to educate Ameri-
cans and to open doors to the middle
class.

The AICPA National CPA Financial
Literacy Commission leads a nation-
wide effort to advance financial lit-
eracy. This is the tenth year of the
Feed the Pig program, the AICPA’s
public service campaign along with the
Ad Council that provides free resources
to make smart saving decisions.

Literacy begins with the letters A, B,
C. Financial literacy begins with the
letters C, P, A.

———

POVERTY, OPPORTUNITY, AND
UPWARD MOBILITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WALKER). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2015, the
gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. HILL) is
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on the subject of this Special
Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, in today’s
Special Order, my colleagues and I will
focus on the important work being
done in all of our communities to ex-
pand opportunity, alleviate poverty,
and promote upward mobility for all
Americans.

I want to personally acknowledge
Speaker RYAN for his focus and leader-
ship on this important issue and his ef-
forts to energize local leaders to ex-
plore new, effective policies for com-
bating poverty in the United States.

In 2014, we marked 50 years since the
Great Society program was commenced
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by President Johnson. Over the past 25
years, Congress has taken numerous
steps intended to reduce poverty in the
United States, but these have not had
the long-term effects that many ex-
pected.

This is largely because of an undue
focus on welfare reform rather than
just identifying specifically and focus-
ing on addressing the underlying
causes of poverty.

Identifying opportunities for self-im-
provement, addressing the increased
growth in poverty and the pernicious
effects across the U.S. are of keen in-
terest to me, particularly given Arkan-
sas’ elevated poverty rate of 19.7 per-
cent of our population.
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I believe it is crucial to focus our at-
tention on identifying ways to em-
power individuals to take control of
their own livelihoods and futures so
that they no longer feel that they must
rely on external programs that, at
best, only play an ancillary role in im-
proving economic circumstances and,
at worst, perpetuate intergenerational
cycles of poverty.

In these important discussions sur-
rounding poverty in America, I also be-
lieve it is critical that we focus on our
rural, as well as urban, populations. In
my view, the President’s policies and
proposals have largely ignored the
needs of our rural communities that
continue to struggle.

Arkansas has a significant popu-
lation of rural, low-income families,
whose hardships are often overlooked
in the bigger picture of poverty reduc-
tion. That is because rural poverty oc-
curs in lower population concentra-
tions, and some deem the plight of
rural poverty to be less acute than that
in urban areas. It is important that
both faces of poverty be recognized and
that solutions be applicable and readily
adaptable to a variety of circumstances
and regions.

This past year, all of us in the House
were graced with a visit by the Holy
Father, Pope Francis. The Holy Father
has stated that the principle of
subsidiarity affords freedom at every
level of society to work and to inno-
vate.

The Pope argued passionately that
day that attempts to resolve all prob-
lems through uniform regulations or
technical interventions can lead to
overlooking the complexities of local
problems which demand the active par-
ticipation of all members of the com-
munity.

In tackling the social challenges of
the globe, the Pope expressed there are
no uniform recipes. There is no one
path to a solution. Instead, the Pope
called on the principles of stewardship,
subsidiarity, and collaboration to seek
solutions.

Last year I started the Community
Empowerment Initiative in my home-
town of Little Rock to consider key
strategies for tackling poverty reduc-
tion in Arkansas’ Second Congressional
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District. The CEI also seeks to encour-
age community engagement and help
educate communities to value their
strength and identify their assets to
foster community ownership and en-
courage individuals to be aware and in-
volved in rejuvenating our commu-
nities and lives.

I am grateful for my colleagues who
have joined me today to discuss this
important topic. I look forward to
sharing some of the success stories
from my own district and highlighting
action that Congress can take to sup-
port local initiatives.

I yield to the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. WALKER). I invite him to
come to the podium and talk about his
experiences. He is a freshman Member
of Congress with me. I have very much
enjoyed getting to know Representa-
tive WALKER. He brings a unique per-
spective to this. I welcome my friend
from North Carolina.

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Arkansas for tak-
ing the lead on this and talking about
some issues that are very important to
us. I do agree, since President John-
son’s War on Poverty began in 1964, the
United States taxpayers have spent
over $22 trillion on anti-poverty pro-
grams. Yet, for many places in this
country, poverty is worse, hunger is
worse. Even in our district in the triad,
we have places where there are food
deserts and food insecurities.

After 50 years, we have to ask our-
selves, have we seen any real progress
in our communities. Families have
been caught up in this generational
cycle of dependence that has depleted
the resources in many of our commu-
nities.

Somewhere along the way, the Fed-
eral Government missed the mark. We
have created programs that measure
success on how many people we put on
Federal programs, not measured by
how many people we are able to move
off programs for upward mobility.

Last week, former Congressman J. C.
Watts and I toured North Carolina’s
Sixth District, my home district. We
saw passionate community members
working to combat many aspects of
poverty. Some were working with lim-
ited Federal Government assistance;
some were doing so without any in-
volvement from the Federal Govern-
ment. These community members have
found successful ways to feed the hun-
gry in our food deserts and educate
former inmates to become employable,
contributing members of our society.

One nonprofit that we toured was the
Welfare Reform Liaison Project in
Greensboro, North Carolina. They work
with a coalition of community partners
under Project Re-Entry. Their goal is
bringing the inside to the outside by
assisting former offenders returning to
the community after serving prison
sentences.

It is not just about the program. We
have to love the least of these—as peo-
ple of faith, we are called to do so—and
understanding that sometimes we must
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